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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BACKING FOR A SECOND TIME FOR  

LINCOLN’S PLANNED IRON MINE ON SA’S EYRE PENINSULA 

 
A key Federal Government authority has for the second time, formally backed plans by 
emerging iron ore miner, Lincoln Minerals Limited (ASX: LML), to develop an iron ore mine 
just west of Port Lincoln on South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula. 
 
The new decision, by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities, upholds its earlier decision in October last year that Lincoln’s proposed and 
100%-owned Gum Flat mine does not present major environmental issues. 
 
It also ruled that in its assessment, the proposed mine site does not present a threat to the 
nearby Big Swamp - which provides potential habitat to the Southern Emu Wren and other 
listed threatened and migratory species - from mine dewatering or reinjection of water into 
the local aquifer.  
 
The Department made its ruling after the Port Lincoln Residents and Ratepayers Association 
requested of it a reconsideration of its 2011 declaration that the mine proposal was not a 
controlled action under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
(EPBC). 
 
The reconsideration request was made public and comment also invited from relevant state 
and Commonwealth agencies. 
 
In its latest ruling, the Department said it had carefully considered all addition information but 
confirmed its original decision that the mine proposal does not require further assessment 
and approval under the EPBC Act before it can proceed. 
 
“We have been working with the community, and both State and Local Governments in our 
mine preparation studies and to have this work independently validated, and for a second 
time by the controlling Federal environmental authority is indeed a highly welcome 
development,” Lincoln Minerals’ Managing Director, Dr John Parker, said today. 
 
“While we have always sought and respected wide public inclusion in our exploration and 
project scheduling, it is now opportune for this mining opportunity to proceed through the 
normal authorising channels,” Dr Parker said. 
 
“Lincoln has committed to responsible mine development operations including relevant 
protection of water supply and quality and protection of fauna and flora species.  We remain 
confident of working in harmony with all stakeholders as this project makes the transition to 
maiden production.” 
 
The declaration is yet a further breakthrough for Lincoln, the largest tenement holder on the 
Peninsula.  
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In recent months, the Company has expanded its local iron ore holdings with the grant of 
new exploration acreage immediately adjacent Iron Road’s 2.1 billion tonne iron ore deposits, 
discovered new high grade base metals mineralisation near Cowell, is actively exploring the 
huge graphite potential of southern Eyre Peninsula and secured a cash injection of $1.8 
million with Hong Kong-based Poan Group Holdings becoming a 13% shareholder. 
 
Lincoln’s current Eyre Peninsula iron holdings comprise more than 120 Mt of JORC classified 
Inferred and Indicated iron ore resources (both hematite and magnetite), with additional high 
priority iron ore exploration targets in excess of 1 billion tonnes, at Gum Flat, in the 
Cummins-Wanilla district, at Nantuma and at Eurilla.   
 
The Company aims to commence mining direct shipping (DSO) hematite iron ore from the 
Barns deposit at its Gum Flat project (EL 4643) from early 2013, subject to securing all 
necessary approvals. 
 

All of Gum Flat’s priority magnetic targets (Barns, Rifle Range and the Port Lincoln-Tulka 
suite) are within 20km of Port Lincoln, an existing port capable of handling Panamax ships up 
to 15m draft.  
 
The magnetite deposits will require processing into a high grade concentrate before the latter 
can be exported. Lincoln proposes the use, for ore export from Port Lincoln wharf, of a 
conventional covered containerised system. 
 
A two-stage development option is being favoured, comprising:  
 

Stage 1:  mine and export up to 500,000 tonnes per annum DSO via Port Lincoln 
including upgrading ~1 Mtpa lower grade (40-55% Fe) hematite-goethite-magnetite to 
DSO grade over a 3-5 year mine life 
  
Stage 2:  mine up to 10 Mtpa magnetite ore and process onsite to produce up to 2.5 

Mtpa high grade concentrate for export via Port Lincoln or the potential new Port 
Spencer, subject to defining additional resources and over a mine life in the order of 
20 years. 

  
Planning is currently underway for Stage 1 only and the mining lease application is well 
advanced. 
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Information in this report that relates to exploration activity and results was compiled by and under the direction of 
Dr A J Parker who is a Member of the Australasian Institute of Geoscientists.   Dr Parker is Managing Director of 
Lincoln Minerals Limited and has sufficient experience relevant to the styles of mineralisation and to the activities 

which are being reported to qualify as a Competent Person as defined by the JORC code, 2004.   Dr Parker 
consents to the release of the information compiled in this report in the form and context in which it appears. 

 

It is emphasized that information in this release relating to exploration targets should not be misconstrued as an 
estimate of Mineral Resources or Ore Reserves.  Exploration target tonnage and grade estimates are entirely 

conceptual in nature.  There has been insufficient or no drilling in the immediate areas of these targets and it is 
uncertain if exploration will result in the estimation of a Mineral Resource. 

 


