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THE Eyre Peninsula's "manifestly
inadequate" infrastructure will be
addressed by a newly formed al-
liance of mining companies.

The Eyre Peninsula Mining Al-
liance (EPMA) includes Minotaur
Exploration, Iron Road, Lincoln
Minerals and Centrex Metals.

These companies are working on
projects potentially worth billions of
dollars; however, the poor transport,
water and power infrastructure on
the Peninsula has been identified as
a significant issue.

For example, the development of
a bulk commodities port on the
Peninsula has been a key issue in
the region for the past few years.

A Flinders Ports-led consortium

won a State Government bidding
process to look at developing Port
Bonython, north of Whyalla, as a
multi-user port; however, that pro-
cess has stalled. A spokeswoman for
Flinders Ports chief executive Vin-
cent Tremaine said yesterday there
was "nothing new to add" about the
stalled Port Bonython project, which
was originally to have been opera-
tional by next year.

EPMA spokesman Stephen
Marlow said the first thing it would
do would be to look at the existing
infrastructure and the needs of the
four members.

"On the Eyre Peninsula, there's
the potential for billions of dollars
of exports over the years, so we're

making a start," Mr Marlow said.
The Alliance is founded on the

belief that mining will play an
increasingly important role in
diversifying and strengthening
the Peninsula's economy and infra-
structure base.

It has received in-principle
support from local govern-
ment on Eyre Peninsula, the
Department of Primary Ind-
ustries and Resources SA, the
SA Chamber of Mines and En-
ergy (SACOME) and the Resources
and Energy Sector Infrastructure
Council (RESIC).
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"When appropriate, the
EPMA will commission its
own expert research and
reports to support its argu-
ments and will work along-
side recognised industry
bodies such as SACOME
and RESIC, where their in-
terests align."

Mr Marlow said the
EPMA wanted to have
some runs on the board by
the end of the year, in the
form of a desktop study of
what research had been

clone Dy Diner agencies, as
well as identifying the
needs of its members and
areas where synergies
existed.

"So then we can speak
with some authority to oth-
ers and say 'this is our plan,
this is what it's all about',"
Mr Marlow said.

Community engagement
would also be a key issue.

"(We want to) start mov-
ing forward on community
education and information
about the long-term ben-
efits of a mining sector.

"We believe, and all our

experience on the ground
is, that the vast majority of
people on the Eyre Penin-
sula are saying 'we agree
with mining, we are pro-
mining, but we want it to
he done in a way that
doesn't have negative im-
pacts on our communities'.

"So the way forward, as
we see it, as an Alliance, is
to take a collaborative ap-
proach with communities
... and I think working with
a single voice is going to be
a far more effective and
efficient way of doing that
than individual companies

each taking their own
path."

Mr Marlow said it was
"pretty disappointing" that
there was no mention of
Port Bonython in last
week's State Budget.

Eyre Peninsula ports be-
ing considered as export
hubs include Port
Bonython, Sheep Hill
northeast of Port Lincoln
and Cape Hardy in the
same region.

The Alliance will be seek-
ing more companies to join
it next year.

Adelaide Advertiser
Tuesday 21/9/2010
Page: 35
Section: Business Journal
Region: Adelaide 
Circulation: 180,853
Type: News Item
Size: 280.77 sq.cms.
Published: MTWTFS-

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL) licenced copy.

Bin: 0000
Brief: LINCOLNMIN
Page 2 of 2

Ref: 78604463


